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DOMESTIC AND FAMILY VIOLENCE SERVICES 
Motion 

HON STEPHEN DAWSON (Mining and Pastoral) [10.03 am] — without notice: I move — 

In light of the tragic deaths of 21 Western Australians in the last year resulting from domestic and 
family violence and the increasing numbers of reported incidences of domestic violence, this Council 
calls on the Barnett government to adequately fund, resource and support the continuum of domestic 
and family violence services in this state.  

I rise to speak on a very important motion. In fact, the motion is not so important, but the issue is; it has had lots 
of prominence and I have spoken to many members about it in the last week. 

The motion is worded in such a way to allow all members of this place to make a contribution. I did not want to 
make it an attack on the Barnett government, or indeed any government. I wanted it to allow all of us to put on 
the record our views on this important issue.  

It has been a very busy week in the family and domestic violence sphere. Last Friday, some of us attended the 
silent march organised by the Women’s Council for Domestic and Family Violence Services. The Minister for 
Mental Health spoke very well at that event. Other members of this place attended, and I acknowledge 
Hon Alanna Clohesy, Hon Amber-Jade Sanderson, Hon Samantha Rowe and Margaret Quirk, the member for 
Girrawheen in the other place.  

Last Friday’s event was well organised and attended. In many respects it was a celebration—there were stalls set 
up by a range of organisations that work in the family domestic violence arena. One thing from that event that 
affected me was the 21 white coffins that lay on the ground before us. Those 21 white coffins symbolised the 
deaths as a result of domestic violence in Western Australia in the past 12 months. The figures that the Women’s 
Council for Domestic and Family Violence Services use relate to deaths that have occurred in the 12 months 
since last year’s march. The march is an annual event that begins 16 days of activism against gender violence. 
The international campaign starts on 25 November, on the International Day for the Elimination of Violence 
against Women, and culminates on 10 December—Human Rights Day. The campaign hopes to raise awareness 
about gender-based violence as a human rights issue at the local, national, regional and international level.  

Those 21 white coffins symbolised the people who died as the result of an act of domestic violence in the past 
year. Of those coffins, 61 per cent, or 13, symbolise the women who have died in the past year; 33 per cent, or a 
third—that is six—symbolise men; and two symbolise children. Those figures were provided by 
Angela Hartwig, the chief executive officer of the Women’s Council for Domestic and Family Violence 
Services, and were quoted at the event last week. The figures also show that 17 of the perpetrators in these cases 
were male and four were female. In terms of the types of relationships in these domestic homicide deaths, 15 of 
the homicides were committed by an intimate partner or an ex-partner, one by a father or son; one by a mother or 
daughter; one by a brother-in-law, one by a cousin, one by a stepfather; and one by an associate. Those white 
coffins have really been on my mind over the past week, and were the motivation behind this motion today.  

The Ombudsman of Western Australia, Dr Chris Field, also addressed the event. He provided some figures that 
appear in his annual report. The annual report obviously covers the period 1 July 2012 to 31 June 2013. The 
Ombudsman’s figures reveal that he undertook 20 fatality reviews in the area of domestic violence in the past 
year and are essentially the same as the Women’s Council for Domestic and Family Violence Services, although 
we cannot compare apples with apples because they cover different time periods. Also, the Ombudsman does not 
report on the deaths of people who are under 18 years of age. I will not quote comprehensively from the 
Ombudsman’s report, but it is an important read for members of this place. We should all remind ourselves of 
this issue and of the facts and, indeed, of the circumstances around family and domestic fatalities in Western 
Australia. Family and domestic violence can happen to anyone; it does not happen only to people in Aboriginal 
communities or regional towns. It can happen to any one of us. It can happen to people who are educated. A 
story written two weeks ago on page 32 of The West Australian by Colleen Egan titled “Refuge a safe haven for 
abuse victims” refers to Joyce, who arrived at the Salvation Army’s domestic violence refuge 18 months ago. At 
that time Joyce weighed 49 kilos and had a broken nose, a fractured cheek and two black eyes. She had been 
punched in the head, dragged by the hair and kicked in the face with steel capped boots. Joyce is a professional 
woman whose partner had a high-paying respectable job. Joyce is quoted in this article because she was keen to 
alert others to the warning signs. In today’s The West Australian, which members may have had a chance to 
read, there is an article on page 10 about an abusive man who murdered his lover. This man, who has been 
convicted, was educated and had a good job and a good life; yet he too committed domestic violence, and his 
former partner has passed away.  
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While I am not keen to play politics with this issue, I want to go back to a question I asked in this place last week 
that related to the Fitzroy Women’s Resource Centre. I referred to comments by June Oscar in The West 
Australian of that day and asked the minister whether she would confirm that an amount of money was being cut 
from annual funding for the Fitzroy Crossing women’s refuge. I also asked the minister what process and 
consultation occurred before the funding model was changed. The minister admitted that the women’s refuge 
would have reduced funding from, I think, March next year. Not only the Fitzroy Crossing women’s refuge but 
also the Halls Creek safe house, the Roebourne refuge, I think, and a refuge at Wyndham—four facilities in the 
Kimberley and Pilbara—will lose funds from next year.  

Following that question and, I guess, in light of what has gone on in the last week, I wanted to know more, so I 
approached each of those facilities and asked them what this funding cut means for them and what it will mean 
for the services they provide. I will quote from some correspondence written to me on this issue. I want to make 
clear that these refuges or women’s safe houses and the people who have written to me are aware that I am 
quoting them in Parliament today, so I am not doing anything improper. The response from the Halls Creek 
facility reads — 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide information to the Shadow Minister to inform the debate in 
parliament. 

The … Safe House is located in the remote East Kimberley … and services not only the women and 
children who live in town but also a huge geographical area between Fitzroy Crossing in the West and 
Kununurra in the East. Importantly it also services 8–9 very remote Aboriginal Communities in the 
immediate surrounding area. 

I am conscious of the time, so I will quote selectively, but I am happy to give the minister the correspondence 
later — 

It is being widely reported that the occupancy rate here is 18.8 per-cent but what is not being widely 
reported is that parts of the building here are in such poor condition that use of these areas breach 
Occupational Health and Safety legislation and limit our occupancy capacity. The safe house is limited 
to the number of clients it can accommodate at one time because of the unsafe state of the bathroom. 
We are limited to five clients at one time—this could be one woman and four children—because there 
is only one functional bathroom. Renovation to the second bathroom has been an ongoing issue since 
2010 and were this bathroom functional, the safe house could accommodate up to 17 clients. This issue 
severely impacts on our capacity to provide service to women and children which is a major concern to 
the board and staff since clients have to be turned away when the five person capacity is reached. 

The Department of Child Protection and Family Services has advised us that they plan to cut our 
funding by 40 per-cent. This cut will impact severely on the operation of the safe house, the capacity of 
the safe house to provide a safe haven for women and their children escaping from violent situations 
and will have far reaching effects because of job cuts. 

Yes, the minister made the point in her answer last week that this facility might not be seeing as many people as 
the department wants. But I think she will see from this letter that there are capacity issues, such as access to a 
toilet or bathroom. This issue has likely been known to the department for the past three years and, certainly to 
my knowledge, nobody in the department has taken up this issue and said, “Right, we’ll fix your bathroom so 
that you can take up to 17 people in the facility.” I am not attacking the minister; this is not what this debate is 
about. However, these people have already told the department that there is a problem there. We also know from 
police statistics that in, I think, the last financial year there were approximately 13 600 domestic assaults in 
Western Australia. I can go deeper into the figures of the Kimberley; significant figures are not reducing, so I 
think the decision last week and the minister’s announcement last week about cutting funding from this service is 
short-sighted and I ask the minister to reconsider.  

I wrote also to the Fitzroy Women’s Resource Centre Aboriginal Corporation and it too has written to me with 
some figures. It is also are aware that I was going to raise this issue in Parliament this morning. This 
correspondence is dated 27 November and reads — 

To whom it may concern,  

We are unclear how the occupancy rate that the Minister and Director-General, Terry Murphy, 
Department for Child Protection and Family Support refer to of 13.6% was arrived at. 

That was about occupancy rate, if the minister remembers the question from last week. To continue — 

It may be that our bed count information is where the statistics came from. The collection of daily and 
weekly bed counts by the Department of Child Protection and Family Support have never been meant to 
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be used as a method to collect information about how effective services are, but was introduced and 
designed for shelters to easily see where there are vacancies, particularly important in metropolitan 
areas where shelters are consistently full and women are turned away.  

The Fitzroy Women’s Resource Centre also provided me with some statistics from the Australian Institute of 
Health and Welfare. This is a statistical summary for the Fitzroy women’s shelter. Those figures indicate that the 
average length of support for women is 5.09 days and the number of support periods with accommodation being 
203, which are certainly very different from the figures given in the answer in Parliament last week. The 
resource centre goes on to give me information about the Specialist Homelessness Services collection system. I 
will just read very quickly what the resource centre goes on to say — 

Training to use the SHS collection system takes place in Perth and is offered every 6 months. Workers 
need a baseline understanding of how to use a computer in order to complete the training and currently 
we have just one staff member out of our 6 employees who has undergone the training and understands 
how to use the system. As a result our data is severely underrepresented. We have asked for training 
regularly, and for it to be pitched to staff who do not own, nor have regular access to computers. 
Therefore it is not possible for bed counts and SHS data to form a true reflection of our work with 
women and children alone. This is a consistent problem for the other three remote Aboriginal shelters 
being affected by these cuts, together we employ 25 Aboriginal women, many of whom do not have 
experience … using computers, nor own one. 

DCPFS — 

That is the Department for Child Protection and Family Support — 

using the bed count is a simplistic and inaccurate way to review our service and is looking at a very 
small section of a much larger picture. Why are the rates of domestic violence where we have 
“indigenous women living in rural and remote communities being 45 times more likely to be a victim of 
a family violence than the non-indigenous population” not being spoken about? In the last year between 
November 2012 and November 2013 there have been 534 reports of domestic violence to Fitzroy 
Crossing Police. These rates are incredibly high for a population of 3,500 and we cannot understand 
why money would be redirected to metropolitan shelters when this is occurring. 

I have no doubt that the metropolitan shelters in this state all need extra resources. I have seen figures from a 
range of places that indicate these shelters are overfull. Some places have a more than 100 per cent occupancy 
rate. Money is needed in the metropolitan area, but I think it is outrageous and indeed offensive to these 
communities that we have taken money out of these shelters and refuges based on dodgy data and a dodgy 
review that the department undertook. 

Last week the minister said that the Women’s Council for Domestic and Family Violence Services (WA) was 
involved in the review. I took that to mean that the Women’s Council for Domestic and Family Violence 
Services had signed off on it, but that is not the case. In fact the women’s council is just as concerned as these 
local facilities are in the regions. The minister said another thing last week in her answer to my question, and I 
quote from Hansard — 

I would like to also indicate that probably one of the reasons that the occupancy rate for these places has 
been so low is the substantial work that has been undertaken in these communities around alcohol 
restriction. This is one of the good news stories of alcohol restrictions in those communities. 

I have to say that alcohol restrictions have been a good thing in these communities. However, if members go to 
Fitzroy Crossing any night of the week, they will see that it is like a war zone—as are Halls Creek, Roebourne 
and Wyndham. I think it is outrageous that the minister has chopped the money out of these vital services—I 
really, really do. If the minister reads these letters that I will give her later on, she will see that there is a 
desperate need in those communities for these services. I ask the minister to reconsider her funding for next year 
because it is very important to these communities. 

HON LIZ BEHJAT (North Metropolitan) [10.23 am]: I rise to support the motion that Hon Stephen Dawson 
brings to our house today. Over the past few weeks we have seen some fine examples of non-partisan issues that 
have been brought to this house, the senior chamber, for some serious debate, and domestic violence is certainly 
one of those issues. We therefore congratulate Hon Stephen Dawson for bringing this motion to our house today 
for all of us to contribute to. 

Domestic violence and the myriad problems it brings to our community cut across partisan lines. There is no 
quick-fix solution and there must be a consistent, persistent and adequately resourced response to the growing 
problem across all portfolios, all state and federal governments, and all non-government, corporate and not-for-
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profit entities. Responses historically to domestic and family violence have been fragmented and too often 
focused on short-term, bandaid solutions without being able to address the root cause. This government is 
determined to see a reduction in the incidence of family and domestic violence and is working towards achieving 
this through our “Western Australia’s Family and Domestic Violence Prevention Strategy to 2022”. This 
strategy, introduced under our former Minister for Child Protection, Hon Robyn McSweeney, and now being 
continued and strengthened under our current minister, Hon Helen Morton, is designed in three-year stages to 
allow for flexibility in the development and implementation of actions that address new and emerging issues as 
circumstances change. 

One of the things we have to do is react very quickly to matters when they change. We know that matters in 
family and domestic violence change radically. Just last night we saw a report on an outbreak in Broome of 
family violence where the authorities have now had to stop the sale of over-strength takeaway alcohol. So it is 
happening every day around our state and around the country. The desired outcomes of the strategy are threefold. 
I think we need to take a holistic approach to these matters. As we have said previously, there has been a bit of a 
bandaid fix and short-term solutions applied to some of these issues. Firstly, we need prevention and early 
intervention so that individual and community attitudes reflect that violence of any sort, particularly family and 
domestic violence, is never okay. Secondly, we have to provide safety for victims. Adult and child victims need 
timely and easily accessible services. They have to know what is available for them and they have to be able to 
access those services and feel safe once they do. The third prong of that attack is accountability for perpetrators 
of domestic and family violence. People need to be held accountable and punished for their actions; there is no 
doubt about that. However, on top of that we must actively support those perpetrators once they have been 
brought to book for those crimes that they have committed. We must be able to help them to break that cycle and 
to be able to cease the violent behaviour they show towards their victims. 

The first phase of the strategy between 2013 and 2016 that has been taking place is strengthening the foundation 
and supporting further reform. In this phase it is vitally important that we establish the data collection 
framework. That is underway and it needs to continue. The problem is that if we do not have the data on these 
crimes that are committed and on what has been happening to the victims of family and domestic violence, it is 
very hard to determine where best to spend the dollars that we have available. There is certainly a reluctance to 
report incidents; we know that is especially true among Aboriginal communities and among people from 
culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds. This hampers the ability of agencies to respond properly to 
these issues. When it comes to reporting domestic and family violence, Australian-born women and women from 
the major English-speaking countries are more likely, even in surveys undertaken, to talk about problems that 
they have experienced with domestic violence. However, women from CALD backgrounds are sometimes 
frightened to speak out. It may also be that they have language difficulties and are unable to adequately express 
things that are happening to them. That is certainly something that we need to concentrate on to make it much 
easier for women and men who suffer from domestic violence. Gender violence, I think, is the way that 
Hon Stephen Dawson described it, and he is right in that regard. However, we have to make sure that all sectors 
of our community are able to report these incidents when they occur.  

The second phase of the strategy will take place in 2016 to 2019 and will recognise the achievements and assess 
the results in that area. The third phase will take place from 2019 to 2022. One would hope that by that stage, 
there will be fewer incidents of domestic and family violence throughout the world if we can put those strategies 
in place. However, there will be continuing reform beyond the life of the strategy. Unfortunately, we will never 
completely eradicate domestic violence.  

This strategy put in place by the state government dovetails very nicely with the national strategy. It is very 
important that state and national governments work together to ensure that there are no gaps in what we are 
doing in this area and there is not over-servicing in one area and under-servicing in another area. By dovetailing 
the national strategy with the state strategy, there is more likelihood of success in this area.  

It is all very well to talk about what the strategies are, but they also have to be results-driven. If the Attorney 
General was not away from the house on urgent parliamentary business today, he probably would have 
contributed to the debate as things related to domestic violence are happening in his portfolio. This issue goes 
across portfolios; there is no siloing in this area of domestic violence. Every ministry has a way to contribute to 
this. The Law Reform Commission is conducting a review into family and domestic violence and at the end 
of March in 2014 it is due to report on the benefits of having separate domestic violence legislation, the 
practicalities and legal consequences of separating domestic violence restraining orders from the Restraining 
Orders Act, and what elements of law should be included in domestic violence legislation. That goes to the third 
prong of the strategy to stop perpetrators of domestic violence.  

I refer to funding for victim support services. The state government has provided an additional $750 000 every 
year over the next four years, commencing in this financial year, for the delivery of support services to victims of 
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crime. Obviously, that is crime across the board but, as we know, there is a very high incidence of family and 
domestic violence and people need to access these victim support services. Crimes perpetrated upon someone as 
a victim of family and domestic violence can certainly result in significant losses in personal and socioeconomic 
circumstances. We need to be very mindful of that and to support people at a time that is most difficult in their 
lives.  

Another strategy that the Attorney General has given me information on is the Perth Aboriginal Family Violence 
Prevention Legal Service. The state government has provided $600 000 to establish a Family Violence 
Prevention Legal Service for Aboriginal victims of family and domestic violence to be operated in the Perth area 
by Relationships Australia as part of a tender process. Through this initiative, a dedicated service for Aboriginal 
people in the metropolitan area will provide relevant legal information and advice, case workers and community 
legal education.  

As I have said, there is no excuse for domestic violence. I could not attend the Annual Silent Domestic Violence 
Memorial March last Friday as I was attending parliamentary business on that day, but the very first anti-
domestic violence march in which I participated was in Roebourne in 2006 when I lived in the Pilbara. I took my 
then 10-year-old son along with me, so from an early stage we talked about the fact that it is never okay to 
commit domestic violence and that it is something we should all say no to.  

HON ALANNA CLOHESY (East Metropolitan) [10.34 am]: I am also very pleased to rise to speak to this 
motion because domestic violence is one of the most insidious crimes in our state. It affects many thousands of 
women and children from all walks of life. Hon Stephen Dawson has told us that 21 deaths have resulted from 
family and domestic violence in Western Australia over the past 12 month. One death is too many, but 21 deaths 
is shocking. It is intolerable and it behoves us to act.  

We need to do more to prevent this senseless crime. We need to do more to provide rapid emergency responses 
and support to men and children and women who are currently experiencing domestic violence and wish to 
escape domestic violence situations. We need to do more to assist women and children through legal processes 
and to ensure that effective and coordinated services are available when families seek to rebuild their lives. We 
need to do more to ensure that the perpetrators are held to account for their actions. Sentencing plays a role in 
this; we need effective strategies to assist perpetrators in recognising and changing their behaviour.  

Domestic violence devastates lives and has lasting impacts on the people involved, on those around them and on 
our community as a whole, yet widespread awareness of domestic violence as a crime is intolerably low. About 
1 000 people were at the March and rally last Friday, but more people were learning for the first time about 
domestic violence and the services needed to support people seeking to escape domestic violence.  

We need to do more in the provision of short-term and long-term crisis services. We have come a long way since 
the first refuges were funded in Western Australia. I think the Nardine Wimmin's Refuge will celebrate its 
thirtieth birthday next year, and that is a testament to the women who have worked in that service and have 
developed domestic violence services across Western Australia, particularly through refuges. Refuges were the 
first model, if you like, of service delivery that named this form of violence “domestic violence” and gave 
women and children the opportunity to escape those situations.  

We have come a long way, but there has been an alarming increase in the number of reported assaults, 
particularly in the past 12 months. Not to discard the 21 people who have been killed in the past 12 months, but 
there has been an extraordinary increase in the number of domestic assaults in the past 12 months. In the East 
Metropolitan Region, which is the region that I represent, over the five years from 2007–08 to 2012–13 the 
number of reported domestic assaults has increased by 60 per cent. That figure comes from the “Western 
Australia Police Service: Monthly Verified Crime Statistics”. That is a 60 per cent increase in the past five years 
of reported domestic assaults. I emphasise “reported”; these are the assaults reported to the police. In 2012–13, 
1 186 domestic assaults were reported in the East Metropolitan Region. That equates to three women every night 
of the year reporting a domestic assault, and that is just in the East Metropolitan Region. In the year to date, there 
has been a 25 per cent increase in reported domestic assaults in the East Metropolitan Region. Statewide, over 
the last five years there has been a 38 per cent increase in the number of reported domestic assaults. We know 
that statistics can give us very different indicators. I refer members to a very good analysis, “Understanding the 
Statistics about Male Violence Against Women”, by Professor Donna Chung published in May this year. 
Professor Chung’s analysis highlights the range of statistics on male violence against women that are available 
and some of the concerns about how that is measured. But by any measure, the incidence of domestic and family 
violence is increasing. I am staggered by the fact that on every night of the year, three women in the East 
Metropolitan Region report domestic assault. Some of that increase might be as a result of an increase in 
population in Western Australia—more people, more violence, more reports—but I think it also indicates that 
the rate of domestic violence is increasing as people start to experience greater pressures in their lives. 
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Hon Stephen Dawson pointed out that it is estimated that Aboriginal women are 45 times more likely than non-
Aboriginal women to be victims of domestic violence. As I was just talking about before with my colleague 
Hon Samantha Rowe, there are a lot of reasons why women do not report domestic violence or domestic 
assaults. One of those reasons is the stigma associated with being the victim of domestic assaults; as well as 
experiencing the violence themselves, they do not have the access to support to move away from that.  

With this alarming increase in domestic assaults in the East Metropolitan Region and across Western Australia 
generally, we would hope to have seen services and programs match or at least increase to try to respond to some 
of that increasing demand. Recent cuts under the Department of Local Government and Communities have not 
helped. For example, angelhands Inc is a service that assists women to have holidays, basically, to get out of the 
situation they are in. That service has been cut. Although I acknowledge the new refuge build in the budget this 
year, the Liberal Party promised two new refuges and there is no money in the budget for extra refuges. As 
Hon Stephen Dawson pointed out, refuges are now full to overflowing, so that does not bode well for the future. 
The Safe at Home program, which is an incredible program to support women and children who experience 
domestic violence to stay in their own housing where it is safe to do so, is experiencing an increasing number of 
requests for support and services and therefore needs more funding. The police’s south east metropolitan district 
family and domestic violence unit will be disbanded next month. Last year, that unit attended 2 235 incidents, 
which is almost a quarter of the total domestic assaults for the metropolitan region. 

I do not have time to go into the legal challenges in relation to domestic violence that face us in Western 
Australia. Although I acknowledge the Law Reform Commission of Western Australia’s current inquiry into 
domestic violence, I highlight that there is a need to ensure sentencing is looked at very closely, including for 
those who have experienced domestic violence over a long time. That needs some serious addressing, as well as 
looking at the introduction of other changes to the Criminal Code. 

HON JACQUI BOYDELL (Mining and Pastoral) [10.44 am]: I stand today happy to speak to this motion and 
I thank Hon Stephen Dawson for bringing this really important issue to the house. I also make the statement that 
it is good to see men standing together and talking about this issue as not just a women’s issue, because domestic 
violence is across gender and unfortunately involves children as well. Obviously, the highest statistics involve 
women, but it takes men to stand together with women to stamp out this abhorrence in our society. 

I will talk a little today about my own experiences working with victims of domestic violence when I worked at 
Centrelink for 11 years. I also want to talk about the importance of early intervention. Yes, we have to fund 
housing and refuges for people who get to the point of having to leave because they are victims of domestic 
violence, but the only way that we can prevent getting to the endgame is to start at the beginning. The very first 
time someone unfortunately experiences an event of domestic violence is an area in which the government, 
friends, family, we as community leaders as members of Parliament and indeed the community that we live in, 
whether that is our suburb, our street or our town, are all responsible for early intervention. It is at that point in 
time that we need to state to the victim or indeed the perpetrator that this is not acceptable. It is a responsibility 
of all of us to give victims and perpetrators the message that domestic violence is not acceptable.  

When I was working at Centrelink, unfortunately, I worked with victims of domestic violence every day and at 
some points numerous times during the day. It was always difficult, but I think one of the most difficult things 
about it was seeing the repeat victims attend week after week or every month and recognising the fact that this 
person was so lacking in support and confidence from their community, family and friends that they thought it 
was okay. They thought: It is okay; it is just something I have to get through and it will be okay next time. I will 
go back and maybe it will not happen again. One of the insidious issues with domestic violence is that when it 
happens to someone, it is very isolating and it is embarrassing. I agree with the comments of 
Hon Alanna Clohesy that victims reel with trying to deal with it themselves. As a friend or a family member of 
the victim, it is often difficult to get involved because we do not want the violence in our house, we have enough 
issues that we are dealing with ourselves and, unfortunately, people become quite judgemental of people who 
continue to be victims of domestic violence. One of the hardest things to get over is that every time a victim 
walks in the door, we cannot understand why they continue to put themselves in that situation. Indeed, we cannot 
understand how a perpetrator gets to the point of treating someone who they apparently love or is a member of 
their family in that manner. It is not easy for people to continually deal with the victims and perpetrators. 
However, the capacity of people to not judge every time that domestic violence happens is actually the only way 
that people get out of domestic violence circumstances. I can guarantee members 100 per cent that for the 
21 people who died in the last 12 months, it would not have been their first incident of domestic violence. In 
every single case, I guarantee that that would have been the case. Every time someone comes across a victim of 
domestic violence, whether through their work, community or electorate office, it is their job as a community 
member to say, “We understand that it is difficult to get out of that. Here is the way I am going to help you do 
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it.” That is the only way we can support people to get out of domestic violence situations. Domestic violence is 
confronting, challenging and not something that any of us wants to see happen to people.  

I want to talk a little more about the staff who work with people in refuges and counselling services to help them 
get out of these situations. People do get out of them, but it is very difficult. Amazing staff work in this sort of 
environment every day. They see that level of violence. They may not understand it, but they realise that their 
job is to provide support and an outcome so that people can get out of that situation. Those people are just 
unbelievable. We think our jobs are hard sometimes but they are nothing compared with the jobs of those people 
who provide those sorts of services. I congratulate all those people who work in refuges across the state and in 
all sorts of agencies that assist people, because it is a really hard job to do.  

Ultimately, recovery from domestic violence circumstances lies in the hands of the victim and the perpetrator. It 
is our job as a community, at that early intervention stage, to say that domestic violence is not acceptable. Yes, 
we have to fund the end result and people need places to go—I get that; I think we all do—but what has been 
missing so far from the debate today is the community’s social responsibility to support other members of our 
wider community, our families and our friends, whether they are a victim or a perpetrator of domestic violence, 
and to stand in front of them and say, “You cannot be doing this; this is not the way to be living.”  

I want to also make a quick comment about some of the comments made by Hon Alanna Clohesy. The increase 
in the domestic violence statistics is definitely alarming and something that we do not want to see. I hope that 
some of those increases are a result of people having the confidence, because of the support services that 
government, the community and non-government agencies provide, to come forward and finally say, “I am not 
living like this anymore. I have got to do something about it. I am going to report it.” I sincerely hope that that is 
the case for some of the increased numbers that we see reported. As members of the community, we all need to 
continue to bring this topic to the attention of the media and everyone to whom we speak so that we continue to 
raise the profile of domestic violence and say that it is not acceptable. That is our job. I know every member of 
this house would certainly be thinking along the same lines. I thank Hon Stephen Dawson for bringing this 
motion to the house today. I commend the motion.  

HON SALLY TALBOT (South West) [10.53 am]: I, too, congratulate Hon Stephen Dawson for bringing this 
motion before the house today. This motion is about the fact that our community must not be silent in the face of 
domestic and family violence. That, of course, is what the Silent Domestic Violence Memorial March in Perth 
last Friday was about. Honourable members may not be aware that, for the first time, a Silent Domestic Violence 
Memorial March was also held in Broome this year, at the same time as the march in Perth last Friday. That gave 
the people of the Kimberley the chance to come together and share some of their experiences. It is a contribution 
to that silent march in Broome last week that I want to share with the house this morning, because I think it is 
very important that we have firmly in mind concrete examples of the way in which families are affected by this 
sort of violence. This is a really remarkable speech that was made last Friday in Broome by Mala Croft, who is 
an extraordinary young woman. Mala stood up in front of a large crowd of people in Broome and spoke about 
her own experience of domestic violence. Mala is not a victim; Mala is most definitely a survivor. A great deal 
of strength, hope and courage shines through this speech, which is what I want to share with the house now. This 
is Mala’s story — 

I entered into a relationship as a young teenager. At first it was fun and exciting. Then I became a 
mother at 16, and it felt like a whole new set of values flooded in. I realised that the relationship was 
negative. I began to dream about the life I wanted for us and the goals that I needed to achieve to make 
my dreams a positive reality. It was difficult to stay positive, and sometimes I thought it was impossible 
to ever succeed. Life at home was so chaotic. Throwing myself into work and study became my escape 
from my personal life. Trying to excel in every area to avoid confronting the reality of the abuse I 
endured in my home. 

He would demand to drive the car, and demand money for drugs and alcohol on almost a daily basis. He 
had no income or drivers licence, but I would give him the money and the keys to the car so that I didn’t 
have to deal with the drama and abuse I knew would follow immediately if I said no to him. 

Being in a dysfunctional relationship is very demanding. Desperately trying to please my ex-partner, I 
felt like I was walking on egg shells every day. At times I would feel emotionless. I just felt numb. 

Our relationship was like a roller coaster ride. It was break up and make up for many years. 

I felt so stupid repeating the cycle, leaving and then going back again only to be devastated each time. I 
stopped talking to my family and friends about what I was going through because I thought people must 
be getting sick of hearing me repeating myself. I was getting sick of hearing me. 
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Still I thought that the best thing to do was stay and keep the family together, so that my children had 
both their parents in the house. I felt that he had a good life with us. But our life with him was 
traumatising. 

One day he smashed my mobile phone on the ground and held a coffee table over my head threatening 
to throw it on me while I was breast feeding our 4 day old son. 

During this time I was feeling very down, someone told me, 

“Going on a journey for the first time there’s only a small track to travel on, with only enough room for 
a kangaroo to jump down it, the next time the path becomes a little bit wider so that you can walk 
through, the next time foundations are laid so that a car can drive through, and one day the path will be 
made strong and wide so that a road train can travel on it. The road is now built with strength and 
determination and you don’t have to repeat the journey anymore” 

Visualising this really helped me. My mind became stronger each time the relationship ended. I knew 
that one day I would feel strong enough never to go back. 

I had goals that I was working hard to achieve. I was employed and studying a university degree. 
Professionally I felt close to my dreams but personally I felt far away from what I had imagined my life 
would be. The abuse became more frequent and intense. 

Even after I had been publically humiliated over and over again. Even after I had been hospitalised I 
continued to make excuses and leniencies for him. I felt sorry for him. 

I felt it was all up to me to fix this. I thought it was my job, my duty to make him happy, and that 
something must be wrong with me because he never seemed happy. I thought if only I can get him 
counselling, if only I can get him playing sports again, if only I can get him into music, the things he 
used to do, things will be better. 

Finally after trying everything I could I realised.... I can offer all the solutions in the world, but only he 
can accept to try them. Now I understood that all these years I was looking for solutions outside of my 
control. 

I could not bare to imagine, if I don’t make this stop, what are all the things that my children are going 
to witness that I don’t want them to. I thought of how devastated I would feel if my sons grew into 
adults and treated their partners the way their dad treated me.  

When I ended the cycle, my children were aged 6 and 2. I still feel sad and guilty at times for what my 
eldest son has witnessed.  

Slowly I realised keeping the family unit together was not the best thing for any of us. Everyone was 
hurting.  

To achieve my dreams, it was me who needed to make a change in my life. I knew that I could not go 
on much longer living this way. I felt that I was losing my sanity.  

After having an emotional meltdown and being hospitalised. I found some strength hitting rock bottom. 
I just knew I didn’t want to stay there.  

I was determined and I realised I am in control of my own choices. I chose to stop accepting abuse in 
my life. I made the choice that I no longer wanted my children to be witness to this any longer and live 
with the trauma imposed on them. I chose to apply for a restraining order. And I chose not to withdraw 
it.  

It feels unbelievable how dramatically my life has changed. I know I could not have gotten to where I 
am now without the support of strong people around me never giving up on me, reminding me of my 
value never judging but always encouraging me, offering an ear to listen and a shoulder to lean on.  

I am now very happily married to an amazing supportive man. We purchase our first home together this 
month. We have 4 beautiful children between us aged 9, 7 and two 5 years olds. I have built on my 
career and I have a great job I love, working for the member for Kimberley.  

Believe that your life can be different to what it is now. It is not silly to dream. Amazing things happen 
to ordinary people every day. It is not unrealistic to aim high and set goals for yourself to achieve. 
Gather your inner strength and believe in yourself to make your dreams reality. 

I think that is a truly remarkable story, and Marla’s story is repeated at least 120 times every day, when Western 
Australian women ring for help about family and domestic violence.  
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We have gone some way to putting programs in place to make things better. I agree with Hon Liz Behjat who 
said there is no quick-fix solution to this, but Mr President and honourable members we must not use that as an 
excuse not to do everything we can. My family has a saying I find quite empowering at times, which is that it 
does not have to be perfect, it just has to work. I think that when we look at the things that are not working, it is 
perfectly obvious that we are not putting enough resources into the field to help women and children cope with 
domestic and family violence. We must accept that this is indeed a problem of a gendered nature. When we look 
at the statistics quoted by Hon Stephen Dawson, we can see quite clearly the gendered nature of family and 
domestic violence, physical assault, sexual assault and threats. We must act in a way that makes things work for 
people who find themselves in these intolerable situations. We have the Safe at Home program, but we still have 
a long way to go. The fact is that many women who get to the point of being prepared to ask for help find that 
there is no room for them at a refuge, or if there is room they cannot take their older sons or family pets with 
them, forcing them into a kind of second fracture of their family structure. We know how to make this work; we 
have the recommendations of numerous inquiries and we must act.  

The PRESIDENT: Members, I am going to depart slightly from normal practice in this case where, as you 
know, members are allocated on the basis, roughly, of party composition in this chamber. For this sort of motion 
I think it is important there is a bit of gender balance as well, and I am going to give the call to Hon Dave Grills.  

HON DAVE GRILLS (Mining and Pastoral) [11.03 am]: I thank Mr President and acknowledge what he said. 

I thank Hon Stephen Dawson, who brought on this motion, and other members who have made a contribution on 
this very emotive and important matter. Yes, we know 21 people have died in the past year and that there has 
been an increase in the reporting of incidents, but what really staggers me—I have found it to be so in my 
experience—is the amount of cases that are not reported, especially in regional Western Australia. Hon Stephen 
Dawson’s motion states that he supports the continuum of the family and domestic violence service; I do not 
support that continuum. I do not support doing the same things all the time and expecting a different result. I 
acknowledge that the Law Reform Commission is working towards a change, and my comments today might 
give members a bit of an insight into how things like this are not just the realm of one minister or department; 
there is a flow-on effect into so many other departments. During the time I have I will hopefully prove, by way 
of a factual example, how that can happen and how detrimental it is to the whole wellbeing of Western 
Australians.  

We have recently read a lot in the newspapers about sharks. The latest shark attack sent the media into a frenzy, 
and there has been talk about culling sharks and what have you. In Western Australia, where, apparently, people 
are mostly likely to be taken by a shark, four out of five fatalities took place in the past 10 years; but in relation 
to family violence, 21 people have died in the past year as a result of something we can go a long way to sorting 
out. We are allowing it to happen and it passes without any attention in the media. As well as raising awareness 
of it in this place by talking about it, I think it is about time we start looking towards how we are going to fix it; 
how are we going to work collectively with “all the king’s horses and all the king’s men” to fix it, instead of just 
waiting another year in which another 21 people—probably more—may die.  

It has been mentioned that incidents of domestic violence have risen by 60 per cent over the past four years, 
which equates to 44 000 domestic violence calls for help attended by police in the past year. While police are 
responding to those domestic violence calls, other issues are going on in the community. The issue of domestic 
violence is important, but it is one of those things we can work to reduce, thereby mitigating the impact on front-
line policing.  

It has been stated in the media that a new 24/7 coordinated emergency response strategy in the metropolitan area 
will be introduced after a review into WA’s family and domestic violence services. That is all very well for the 
metropolitan area, but those services just do not exist in regional WA. It is quite often left to a police officer, 
nurse, schoolteacher or somebody else within the community to deal with. That is unacceptable, given that we 
expect so much from teachers, police and emergency services personnel. With domestic violence often comes 
the need to call out an ambulance from the volunteer ambulance service, and somebody from a low 
socioeconomic area will quite often not have the capacity to pay the ambulance bill. So there is a flow-on effect.  

The story I talked about with regard to how it actually knocks on into other departments relates to an ex-
colleague from Kalgoorlie Police Station. Has just resigned from police service after seven years; he is 
experienced and has a couple of degrees. He knows what he is talking about. He used to work in the family 
protection unit; I used to work in the crime prevention unit. Members say, “What does one have to do with the 
other?” It is a crime, and my job was to help in working towards preventing it. This person worked in the area 
and came up with a domestic violence program that he actually came to me and spoke about after I became a 
member. He said, “What do you think about this? I said, “That’s brilliant; who’s helping you with it?” He said, 
“Nobody at the moment.” He took that program—he was experienced in first-hand, front-line policing—to 
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people within government agencies who are supposed to work alongside police in this, and they were not 
interested. As a result, he commented on it in social media and was, in turn, removed from his position at the 
family protection unit and put back into front-line policing. That is a true story. It also happened to me when I 
was in the crime prevention unit; I was not taken away from crime prevention, but the number of times I was 
carpeted for things I had said just beggars belief. That is a true story; it is as true as I am standing here—that 
happened. That is how that impact affects people within other services. I know seven people within the last year 
I have worked with who have left the Western Australia Police service. They all have nearly 200 years of 
experience amongst them, but have left for the same reason; namely, all too often, front-line police are the ones 
who deal with it. They say to people, “Hey, why can’t we do this? Why can’t we do something different?” 
People say, “You’re only a copper, what do you know about it.” They get ignored. As a result, this person has 
taken his great ideas and moved on. If members believe that we should not listen to people’s ideas to identify 
how things can be done better, I do not understand. Because people burn out; I got fed up with bashing my head 
against the wall and so did this person. We need to have less silos and more people working together saying, 
“Here, is a problem; it’s affecting our front-line police officers. We’ve just had some police resign. How can we 
keep them there? Let’s work towards helping them make their life and job easier.” That is not just for police; that 
is for other people as well. Because the impact of having an ambulance being called to a domestic violence 
incident, when it is a volunteer ambulance service, is huge on a community.  

I wanted to stand up today and acknowledge everything that has been said. However, I also wanted to put that 
slant on it; I wanted to let members know from my first-hand experience that this is what is happening. This is 
what we, as members of Parliament, need to address. This is what this reform needs to address. We do not need a 
continuum; we do not need more of the same old, same old! With regard to regional policing, namely, Fitzroy 
Crossing and Halls Creek, I do not necessarily agree it is a battleground. The officer in charge of the Fitzroy 
police station is a good friend of mine. He went to the same police academy as me. I know how hard he works. I 
know how hard all emergency services and volunteer ambulance people work. As the government we need to 
look at this matter, and ask, “How do we help these people do the job that they do?” Thank you.  

HON AMBER-JADE SANDERSON (East Metropolitan) [11.11 am]: I will keep my comments brief to allow 
other members to make comment on this important motion. I wanted to touch on a couple of things. I will not go 
over material that has already been canvassed in the chamber. I want to just respond in kind to the previous 
speaker’s comments that, if front-line police and ambulances are not responding to these issues, what are they 
doing? It is an absolutely critical and important part of everything they do. I agree that we should be working to 
do things differently, but not necessarily for the motivation to free up police or ambulance resources. It should be 
for the motivation of the positive impacts it will have in our communities by reducing this pernicious and terrible 
social ill. 

I do very much agree with some of the earlier comments of Dave Grills, in which the media goes into a frothing 
frenzy about a shark attack, yet a woman is beaten to death in front of her children and it does not even make a 
fifth of that kind of coverage. I find that offensive, and very, very hard to swallow. I think it is because we have a 
very quiet and underlying acceptance of violence against women; that it is not the worst crime. Yes, it is a crime 
but it is not the worst crime, and there are worse crimes. We see entertainment on our televisions of graphic and 
violent crimes against women and children dressed up as entertainment. If we turn on a detective show or Law 
and Order, the amount of murders, rapes and child homicides in those programs as “entertainment” is abhorrent 
to me. I cannot count the number of novels that I have picked up and put down again because it is based around a 
graphic and violent murder of a woman. We do not see nearly as many of those things as we do against men. All 
of those social acceptances lead to a general underlying notion of, “Well, it’s a crime, but it’s not that bad.”  

I want to touch quickly on some of the workplace agreement reforms that have been happening in some sectors. 
Two unions in Western Australia—the Australian Services Union and the Maritime Union of Australia—have 
very successfully negotiated domestic violence clauses into their agreements. Victims of domestic violence can 
access paid leave to seek medical treatment, for relocation purposes, to deal with issues surrounding their 
children, and to seek support from family and other government services without fear of a loss of income or job 
or their rosters and shifts being changed. I applaud those unions in particular, and I applaud those employers who 
have negotiated those agreements as well. I would like to see more of those clauses inserted into workplace 
agreements because at the end of day, if a woman has a job and is attempting to leave a violent situation, she has 
to keep that job because she has a family to support. More often than not, they leave with the clothes on their 
backs. Therefore, it is important that they are able to continue employment and have that security and knowledge 
that they can continue to provide for their children and themselves. I commend Hon Stephen Dawson for moving 
the motion and all the speakers on this important motion today.  

HON ALYSSA HAYDEN (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [11.15 am]: I would like to thank 
Hon Stephen Dawson for bringing this very worthy motion to the house. The more we talk about this topic, the 
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better. Most victims find it very difficult to come forward to even tell their closest friend, let alone to take the 
first steps required to return back into the normal world by leaving the domestic violence nightmare that they 
have at home. As I said, the more we talk about it, the better. We need people to start feeling safe to speak about 
it. A number of speakers have actually addressed it already. A lot of people do not admit they are a victim 
because they think they will be judged. That is a terrible thing to do. I have spoken on this subject a number of 
times over the past couple of years. I have a girlfriend who, although it was not violent abuse, was living in an 
emotionally abusive relationship which I think is just as equally bad. The last time I spoke about her I said that I 
had nearly given up on her. However, at the last march I listened to a speaker who said, “We owe it to our people 
to never give up on them; we owe it to our family, our friends and the community to never give up.” After 
20 years of banging my head against a brick wall, I nearly did give up. I am actually glad to say that after the last 
annual Silent Domestic Violence Memorial March, I did not. She has now finally left her husband. I now have 
the other task of making her survive in the real world outside of the awful lifestyle she has had for the past 
20 years of her marriage.  

Unfortunately, I missed this year’s annual Silent Domestic Violence Memorial March. I have been to the past 
three with the previous minister, Hon Robyn McSweeney. One of the speakers there was a very dynamic, 
striking, confident young woman. It actually shocked me that she was such a strong intelligent lady, which is a 
shame to be saying that out loud because society thinks that to be a victim, a person needs to be vulnerable. It is 
not the case. Victims are amongst us every day. It can be a friend, a family member or even one of us sitting 
here. There is no actual stereotypical victim. A person could be one of the most intelligent persons in the room 
and still be a victim to someone he or she loves and cares for. I would like to use this motion today to actually 
thank all the people involved in this field because they are courageous, compassionate, dedicated people who 
take part in the annual Silent Domestic Violence Memorial March. That is not just the people behind the scenes 
in that organisation, but the women and families who come forward holding their heads high to say, “I was a 
victim, and I am now becoming a victor.” I would like to congratulate and thank them.  

I would also like to acknowledge some associations working in this area in the East Metropolitan Region. I have 
had the privilege to meet people who work with Koolkuna, the Eastern Region Domestic Violence Services 
Network Inc, and the Midland Women’s Health Care Place Inc. They do amazing work in the East Metropolitan 
Region and are dedicated and compassionate people who help people on the ground every day. I cannot speak 
highly enough of them.  

This government, through the Minister for Mental Health, has taken the initiative to strengthen support in the 
area of domestic violence. Unfortunately, I do not have time to mention them all today, but an initiative of the 
government that jumps out at me is the need to provide different types of accommodation. For people to take that 
first step they need to feel safe and protected and it is crucial that accommodation units of different sizes are 
provided. People who are affected by domestic violence include single women and women with one, two, three 
or even up to six children. They need accommodation that meets their needs. If they do not feel safe and secure 
to take that first step, they unfortunately will not leave their homes.  

Another initiative of the government that makes victims feel safe is the Family and Domestic Violence Response 
Team, which works with local police to ensure that when the police respond to a report victims are treated safely 
and protected.  

On that note, I will allow time for the minister to speak briefly. I understand that she wanted to respond to the 
motion. I conclude by thanking Hon Stephen Dawson and all the women and men who assist victims of domestic 
violence daily. They are greatly appreciated and I cannot think of stronger people in our community.  

HON PHIL EDMAN (South Metropolitan) [11.21 am]: I did not think I would get an opportunity to address 
this motion. I thank Hon Stephen Dawson for raising this important topic. There are a lot of domestic violence 
problems in the South Metropolitan Region, especially in Kwinana and Rockingham. The Barnett government 
has put in place a police family protection unit in Peel to deal directly with domestic violence. Recently I 
mentioned in this house that I went out on patrol one night with police in the Peel district. One of the reasons I 
did that was to witness first-hand what was happening in my community with domestic violence. Fortunately, 
that night there were no domestic violence incidences. However, I was told that when someone rings the police 
and reports a domestic violence incident, a police officer from a special unit will attend that location and if it is 
deemed an incident has occurred, that person is taken away. A very good follow-up service has also occurred 
under this government. The next working day, the police will make sure that that person, whether a man or 
woman, has come back to their home and they are—I am not sure this is the right word—quarantined; they are 
not allowed to go back to their place of residence until it is deemed safe or until they go to court. That program 
seems to be working.  
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Domestic violence is something that has an influence in the early years when young kids see their parents carry 
out these awful acts on each other. To stop domestic violence in its tracks, it needs to stop with the kids. Often 
when children who witness domestic violence grow up and marry it is the only thing they know because it is 
what they have learned from their parents. That is a problem.  

The PRESIDENT: Time has elapsed on that excellent debate, with many members wanting to make thoughtful 
contributions. The minister did not even get an opportunity to make a contribution, so that indicates the level of 
interest across the chamber in the issue. Perhaps, during debates such as this one, which are not openly 
adversarial, members should keep in mind the time limit means that they can speak up to and are not obliged to 
fill the whole 10 minutes, especially when they know lots of members across the chamber want to contribute. 
That might assist all members to make a contribution.  

Motion lapsed, pursuant to standing orders. 
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